College Classes

In addition to the required high school classes students take through independent study, College Connection students will take Butte Community College courses for a minimum of nine, but not more than eleven, college credits per semester. Students are directed to take classes that will, first of all, fulfill the specific requirements needed to graduate from Paradise High School in May. This requires a close look at the student's transcript and identifying any deficiencies she/he might have in, say, fine arts, physical science, physical education, or electives. One advantage to taking these classes at Butte is that a single credit at the college is worth 3.3 credits at the high school. Hence, a three-unit class, like Art Appreciation or Health and Wellness, will be worth 9.9 (rounded up to ten) credits at the high school. A student can complete two semesters' worth of class requirements in a single semester.

After a plan is established to ensure high school graduation requirements are met by year's end, students are encouraged to take classes that will meet the general education requirements of California State Universities and/or Universities of California, or the specific requirements of other schools or alternative programs; however, this is by no means mandatory. If a student prefers to take two demanding college classes, like Introduction to Psychology (3 credits) and College Algebra (4 credits), then he or she might choose to take a ceramics class (3 credits) to lighten the load. These decisions will ultimately fall on the student, parent, and advisor working together to achieve a schedule that meets the needs of the individual student. 

It should be mentioned that an average of "C" grades or better is expected of students taking college classes through our program. In many cases a "D" will not contribute to general education requirements, nor will it allow students to move forward in math or English sequences at Butte College.

"Tuition" for a semester of 11 credits is $27.00, which really only covers a student's non-negotiable health fee and a $10.00 technology fee. Normally, tuition is $27.00 per credit, so 11 units would cost nearly $300.00, in addition to those fees our students pay. Students might incur additional lab or materials fees, depending on the class, and, of course, there is always the cost of college textbooks. Help is provided for this, as the high school gives a one-time $75.00 credit to be used towards the purchase of texts. Books purchased with this credit will be returned and added to the office library, where students have the opportunity to borrow books on a first come, first served basis. They often find one or more of the books they need there, which can really help when textbooks sometimes cost well over $100.00 or more each.

